The Pakistan Association of Otago
organized a prestigious dinner to
commemorate Pakistan's Independence
Day. The event was attended by important
local political dignitaries and community
leaders. It served as a platform to celebrate

Pakistan's  national  heritage, foster
community spirit, and strengthen ties
between the Pakistani community and the
local leadership. The presence of political
figures highlighted the importance of
multicultural engagement and mutual
respect.
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Executive Summary:

The Pakistan Association of Otago hosted a prestigious lunch to celebrate Pakistan's Independence
Day. The event underscored the significance of cultural pride, community solidarity, and multicultural
engagement. Key attendees included Community Leader Weidi Xu, MP Ingrid Leary, and Otago
Regional Council's Leisa De Klerk, whose presence highlighted the strong ties between the Pakistani
community and the broader New Zealand society.

The event featured vibrant cultural performances, including traditional songs, dances, and speeches,
offering an opportunity for community members to actively participate and showcase their heritage.
These performances allowed attendees to engage with Pakistan's rich cultural traditions, fostering a
sense of unity and appreciation among all present.

"Dil Dil Pakistan, Jaan Jaan New Zealand"'
Pakistan Independence Day Celebration Summary

The Pakistan Association of Otago organized a prestigious dinner to honor Pakistan's Independence
Day, a celebration of cultural pride, unity, and heritage. The event brought together dignitaries such as
Community Leader Weidi Xu, MP Ingrid Leary, and Otago Regional Council's Leisa De Klerk,
emphasizing the importance of cross-cultural connections and community collaboration.

Activities at the Event:

1. Cultural Performances:
o Traditional music and dances showcased Pakistan's diverse heritage.
o Youth and children performed patriotic songs and reenacted historical moments
from Pakistan's independence struggle.
2. Community Engagement:
o Attendees participated in a quiz about Pakistan's history, fostering education and
appreciation.
o A "provincial pride" segment allowed members to share traditions, food, and
costumes from Pakistan's provinces.
3. Speeches and Reflections:
o Guests delivered speeches on the importance of independence, highlighting
Pakistan’s journey and the contributions of the diaspora to New Zealand.
o A tribute to Pakistani leaders and heroes who contributed to independence was
presented.
4. Interactive Activities:
o A photo booth with Pakistani cultural props allowed attendees to take home
memories of the event.
o Culinary delights from Pakistan's regional cuisines were served, offering a rich
experience of the nation's gastronomy.
5. Youth Participation:
o Young community members presented essays and artwork reflecting the significance
of independence, promoting engagement and creativity.
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Importance of the Event:

The celebration served as a vital reminder of Pakistan's struggle for freedom, fostering pride in the
nation's achievements. It strengthened bonds among community members, encouraging a shared
identity while promoting multicultural harmony in Otago. By involving dignitaries and local leaders,
the event highlighted the value of mutual respect and collaboration, reinforcing the Pakistani
community's role in New Zealand's diverse cultural fabric.

Independence Day Lunch

e The lunch celebrated Pakistan's vibrant culture with traditional dishes like biryani, kebabs,
and desserts, prepared by local community chefs.

e A cultural exhibition showcased Pakistan’s history and traditions through displays of crafts,
photos, and artifacts.

e The event included an open mic session where attendees shared poetry and patriotic songs,
adding a heartfelt touch to the celebration.

Independence Day Rehearsal Day

o Performers rehearsed cultural dances and skits, perfecting their routines for the Independence
Day celebrations.

e A motivational speech was delivered by local leaders, encouraging participants to embrace
cultural pride and unity.

e Children participated in fun activities, including a trivia quiz about Pakistan’s history, making
learning enjoyable.

Project Review Meeting/ Annual General Meeting

e Discussed the progress of ongoing projects and their alignment with the community’s goals
for cultural enrichment.

e Reviewed feedback from previous events to incorporate suggestions for improvement in
future initiatives.

e Planned upcoming programs, including workshops and cultural outreach efforts, to strengthen
ties within and beyond the community.

Achievements:

e Community Engagement: Strengthened bonds across diverse communities and enhanced
social cohesion.

e Cultural Celebration: Showcased Pakistani traditions alongside contributions from other
communities, fostering cross-cultural appreciation.

e Dignitary Participation: Highlighted the importance of cultural inclusivity and encouraged
collaboration on future events.

Conclusion:

The Pakistan Independence Day events organized by the Pakistan Association of Otago were a
resounding success, bringing together community members, dignitaries, and leaders from diverse
backgrounds to celebrate unity, cultural pride, and heritage. From the lively Independence Day Lunch
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to the engaging Rehearsal Day and thoughtful Project Review Meeting, the events fostered a deep
sense of belonging and showcased the rich traditions of Pakistan.

These activities not only strengthened bonds within the community but also highlighted the
importance of multicultural collaboration, leaving attendees inspired and connected. The events
concluded with a renewed commitment to celebrating diversity and creating meaningful opportunities
for engagement in the future.
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Pakistan Independence Day Event Photographs
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Project Review Meeting Photographs
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List of Expenses

S. No. Expenses Cost (S)
1. Pakistan Independence Day Lunch Venue and Lunch charges }|3110
2. Pakistan Independence Day Gifts for Quiz Show 198.68
3. Pakistan Independence Day Cake 120
4, Pakistan Independence Day Decoration Items 91
5. Project Review Meeting Hall 60
6. Project Review Meeting Food 438.44
Total cost 4018.12
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